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President Reagan, claiming that 
leaks of classified infoimation have 
become “a problem of major propor- 
tions within the. U.S. government,’’ 
yesterday ordered a.^ sharp crack- 
down on official contacts with the 
media, and. warned that /“all legal 
methods’’ will be used to investigate 
government employes who may have 
disclosed such information-. 

Directives signed-yesterday by the 
president, based J'on recommenda- 
tions by his new national security af- 
fairs adviser, William P. Clark, re- 
quire that “all contacts with any el- 
ement of th^jnews media in which 

classified National Security Council' 
matters or classified intelligence in- 
• formation are discussed” must have- 
the advance approval of an unspec-' 
ified “senior official.” 

. Furthermore, officials interviewed, 
then must provide a memorandum * 
about what was discussed. 

The number of officials with ac- 
cess to classified documents and in-f: 
temal deliberations also will “be kept, 
to a minimum.” ? 

r Acknowled^g “the government’s • 
lack of success in identifying the- 
sources of unauthomed disclosure” 

■of classified informatipn, the direc- 
tive says this situation “must be‘ 
remedi^ and appropriate disciplin-'; 

ary measures taken.” From now on, 
the directive wairns, government 
ployes who have had access to infor- 
mation that leaks out “will be<aib- 
ject to investigation, to inclui^.'the 
use of all legal methods^’ - ^ 

Although the presidenti4^ smte- 
nient is directed at. disclosures about 
the White House’s tqp-level Nation- 
al Security Council and other infel- 
ligence informatbn. White House bf- 
ficials who ' briefed . reporters.-l^t 
night said the new rules arei meant 
to apply not only to officials on the . 

NSC staff but also , to- tho^ in the 
departments of^ stato and defense 
and the intelligence communify. “ 
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The White House officials, who could not be 
^identified under rules of the briefing, say the new 
ydrrectivM flow from a “virtual hemorrhage of leaks^ 

} in the national- security area which the president 
believes have hiunper^ formulation of foreign 
yand defense policy.” . j 

Asked for exmpies of such damaging leaks, the' 

^officials cited the recent reports of the adminis-. 
ftfationV decision on the^sale of fighter planes to 
I Taiwan. 'The officials insisted that there has been 
; a istring of other damaging leaks, but declined to 
Igive;furtHer^xampl» ^ . ; 

I^.^WTien reporters ask^ whether'the administra-^ 

, tibn would no- longer' leak classified information ‘ 
mtentionally to support its case on certain issues ' 
and reminded the officials that cohcerii oVer leaks ' 
had caused the Nixon administration to' set up>.the 1 
m-fated “plumbers" operation, one official said; !.'; ' 

' “Every president has been concerned about this^ 
problem. Every president has taken remedial' 

|tep3-to dejil with It This president is attempting: 
to doit . . . to shut these leaks down.” -/ , . 

„ In his stiitemenf the president referred to the. 
constitutional responsibilify for protecting ffee-r 
:^om of the press. “But it also requires that gov-, 
emment functions be discharged efficiently and 
effectively,” he said, and the disclosure of unau- 
thorized information' with impunity “must not be . 
allowed to continue.” •- . ' . - 

ir In an accompanying statement, Clark said, “We 
fully recognize the paradox inherent in our sys- 
tem.” He said the measures should not be con- 
strued' as’ criticism of the press. Rather, he Said,' 

5The press has been doing its job— collecting fn- 
•formation— better than the government has bewr^ 

'^oing its job-rr-protecting national security infar-r 
mation.” y ■ • . 

,, The new directives appear to be one of the first 
actions by Clark, who heard the president com- 
plaining about the leaks of memorandunv'and’pd-. 
icy considerations at a Cabinet meeting last week, ' 

his, first since coming to tHe W^ite Hoiwe from 
the State Department . 

-The Reagan- administration has had one of the 
most restrictive press information policies in the 
nation^ se*mrity area, with reporters denied ac- 
cess to officials on the NSG. staff and with- the 
CIA, both of -which were frequent sources of back- ; 
ground information under previous administra-l 

tions. ^ .,'v; 

There weiie-a' number of unanswer^ questions 
at the briefing* last evening.' Officials said it w^ 
not yet clear who the.- “senior official” would bei - 
who would approve interviews, but they suggiMt^ { 
it would probaU^rinvolve one official'^’&iirir^ 

'asencv ratiief than a»!unele “czar.” Asked l 
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